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The project is based on four priorities, implemented by the University system, aimed to rebuild the city and overcome the dua-
lity between the old town and the post utilitarian city.
The first assumes that the barrack areas, given its strategic location on the edge of the city center, will be turned to an univer-
sity campus that will serve as “urban bridge”, to reconnect the old and modern city.
The second assumes that the public and semi-public functions of the University will strength the organizational and morphologi-
cal structure of this part of town, abolishing eventually the character of the fence.
The third assumes that the process of transformation of the barracks will encourage the awareness of the environmental, archa-
eological, historical and artistic importance of this area of Novara.
The fourth assumes to reinforce the “University personality” as a more specialized center for high education, research, experi-
mental and operational laboratories, and to interconnect the University in the entire system of Eastern Piedmont and the city.



STRUCTURE OF THE CAMPUS

Novara, formerly a strategic military
location, is closely linked to the concept
of “fence” and its overcoming.
The campus has three independent yet
interrelated areas - the “outer crust”,
“intermediate/semi-public” and the “pri-
vate”. 
The heart of the private area is the
University court, which overlooks the
restructured Pavilion A and the New Hall
C.  Presently the courtyard is used as par-
king, but this will be then converted to a
green area, with the construction of an
underground carpark.
The “semipublic” area includes the
Library and the Hall. 
The third area is open to the public and
has more relation and connections with
the city, which includes University resi-
dences, sports facilities, public halls and
shops.
The goal is a constant interplay between
the various parts of the campus and
across the city.



ENERGY EFFICIENCY OF THE PROJECT

The project uses ground water for cooling and heating, so as to be environment friendly.
The reduction on expenses is achieved by reducing the energy requirements of the building and increasing the effectiveness of
the system, and using energy derived largely from renewable sources.
The first goal is realized by a building envelope which uses specific solutions of high thickness insulation, thermal windows with
high-level illumination enhancement and solar radiation control. 
The second one is realized by the use of building materials that have been manufactured with a low energy consumption and
least amount of pollutants emitted. 
Finally, the third one is reached using hot water for heating produced by heat pumps which draws energy form the 
groundwater. About 4/5 of its energy will be transferred to the heating system.  
The efficiency of this system contributes to reduce to 35 percent the heating cost of the complex, and to 45 percent the overall
emission of pollutants.  




